Introductory
to be known anywhere. They were recommended to Cardinal Pole, as practical treatises on the arts of government, by Thomas Cromwell, who had visited Florence at the time when they were being written. The eminently practical tone of their leading principles were akin to those advocated by Bacon for conducting physical research. As might be expected, therefore, Machiavelli receives a panegyric in the Advancement of Learning. As in his masterly Romanes Lecture (1897) Mr John Morley pointed out, in both Bacon's Essays and History of Henry VII. the student of Machiavelli stands revealed. James Harrington, converted from republicanism to courtiership, the attendant of Charles I. on the scaffold, shows familiarity with Machiavelli in his Oceana. After the Restoration the Leviathan and Human Nature of Thomas Hobbes testify to the literary vitality of Machiavelli. No one can miss the family likeness of the Tudor sovereigns' policy to the Machiavellian model. Bacon, however, himself describes Machiavelli as only putting men's actual practice into formulas. Embodying the materialistic wisdom of his age, Machiavelli taught diplomatists, like statesmen, to regard their calling not as an abstract science but an empirical art. To vary Bacon's phrase, he sublimated the shrewdest and hardest wisdom of his time into precepts which stamp themselves on the memory, though they jar the conscience and revolt the heart. By the seventeenth century the public as well as professional statesmen had become familiar with Machiavelli's ideas and maxims. The statecraft of the Stuarts or of Cromwell was not more Machiavellian than that of Henry VIII. and Elizabeth at a
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